
The Natural and Human History of Champlain Park 
 
People, a river, and trees . . .  
 
These are the raw materials that have created Champlain Park neighbourhood.  
 

Mesozoic 
period 

The shoreline of the Ottawa River takes its current form after the retreat of 
glaciers during the last Ice Age. The limestone plain with thin soils develops as an 
alvar, a rare ecosystem that supports diverse plant life such as the hardy bur oak 
(Quercus macrocarpa). 

1600s 
 

An Algonquin camp called Miciming that  means “where the oaks grow” exists 
along the river at present-day Deschênes Rapids (translated as “some oaks” in 
French). 

1613 Samuel de Champlain travels up the Ottawa River for the first time. He misplaces 
something along the way. 

1686 The French Captain Pierre Chevalier de Troyes takes note in his journal of the oak 
forest as he walks a portage along the north shore of the Ottawa River between 
Chaudière Falls and Deschênes Rapids.  

1792 The government of the day grants Nepean Township to George Hamilton. 
Surveyed in 1794, the Township’s  Lot 33 includes what is now Champlain Park 
neighbourhood.  

1857 William Hamilton buys Lot 33 and builds a stone house called Maple Grove on the 
north side of Richmond Road. The oldest of the bur oaks in today’s Champlain 
Park neighbourhood are saplings in this original forest, where fox hunting is a legal 
sport. 

1867–68 A riverboat captain named Daniel Keyworth Cowley buys the south part of Lot 33 
and moves his family of 11 children into to the stone house, which he calls The 
Manor House. Captain Cowley also acquires an astrolabe found by a boy who is 
clearing land near Cobden, Ontario. The Captain gives the astrolabe to the boss of 
the steamship company where he works, who sells it to a collector in New York 
City. 

1903 Capitalizing on residential development along the Britannia tram line, Robert H. 
Cowley (son of Daniel) subdivides the north part of Lot 33 into a cottage area 
called Riverside Park, with streets named Daniel, Keyworth, and Cowley. The 
Cowley family’s Manor House is destroyed by fire.  

1904 A family builds a home at 124 Cowley Avenue between two bur oak trees. 

1912 and 
1916 

R.H. Cowley subdivides more of his land to create parcels that now include the 
east side of Carleton and Northwestern Avenue (known then as Kensington Road) 
and south of Sunnymede to the CPR line (later the Transitway). The Police Village 
of Ottawa West, created in 1912, consists mostly of land owned by R.H. Cowley 

1920s and 
1930s 

Home building is slow in Riverside Park due to the Depression, and competition 
from Britannia neighbourhood to the west. 

1945 Returning veterans and small-scale developers build on Keyworth, Cowley, 



Carleton, and Northwestern Avenues. 

1948 The Canada Life Assurance Company develops Aberdeen (later Patricia) and Daniel 
Avenues. It is a new kind of subdivision, where the cost of building roads and 
installing services shifts from the township to the developers. Many mature bur 
oaks are left in place along streets and in backyards. 

1950 After annexing the Police Village, the City of Ottawa renames the area Champlain 
Park to distinguish it from another Riverside Park near Mooney’s Bay.  

1989 The astrolabe that many believe belonged to Champlain returns to Canada and 
becomes part of the collection at the Canadian Museum of Civilization. 

2007 Bur Oaks are prominent landmarks in the community and a defining feature of 
three connected neighbourhoods: Champlain Park, Island Park, and Westboro 
Beach. The area begins to feel the impact of intensification and infill housing 
development. 

2011–12  The bur oak displayed near the doorway to the fieldhouse is cut down for new 
development. Community members and students from St. George School plant 
new bur oaks on National Tree Day 2012 from acorns that squirrels collected.  

 
 


